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2 SAM. XXIII 3, 4. 


The God of Iſrael ſaid, The Rock of 
Iſrael ſpake to me : He that ruleth 
over men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the 
fear of the Lord. 

And be ſhall be as the hight of the morn- 
ing, when the Sun riſeth; even 4 
morning without clouds ; as the ten- 
der graſs ſpringing out of the earth by 


clear ſhining after rain. 


T is the peculiar glory of 
Humane Nature, that Man 1s 
3 made after the Image. of 
rs God : and therefore the di- 
M8 itinctions of Honour among 

Men, onght to be taken from 

the Characters of the Divine Nature and 
PerfeQions that appear in them. Higher 
degrees of Capacity bring men ſo much 
the nearer to the Infinite Compaſs of -that 
A} Eternal 
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Erernal Mind, The Elevations of Great- 
neſs, are 'approaches to that unbounded 
| Power .to which all things are ſubject. 
| Yer, though there is ſomewhat in theſe 

which is apt to ſtrike the World with admira- 
| tion , "there is another reſemblance of the 
| Divinity which has a more peculiar beauty 
in it, that conſiſts in Juſtice and. Goodnels. 
| The other may ſubdue the World; but this 
| only overcomes mens hearts, and triumphs 
aver their Thoughts, as much as the Greateſb 
Monarch can do over their Pexſons. Power 
| without Goodneſs is the juſteſt Object of 
mens fear and averſ{1on; and every min is 
on his guard againſt Wiſdom, when it is 


not yu by Juſtice. - An Elevation of 


Condition, without a more real Dignity in- 
herent,.in'.che mind, 4s only the expoſing, of 
= thoſe who are cloathed with» that ill de- 
ferved. Greatneſs to a brighter light, and 


more obſervation, by which their Defects, 
which might have paſſed without any un- 
kind Comments made on them, if they had 
lived in a greater obſcurity, become the 
more Confpicuous, and are by conſequence 

the 
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the more cenſured. Thoſe who are raiſed 
up to a high Eminence of Dignity, are {6 

much the more accountable both to God —- 
and man, not only for all the 41| which ei- 
ther they themſelves, or others aCting in 
their Name, or by their Example, may have 
done, bur likewiſe for all the Good which 
they might have done, but did not. - And 
as they have much ro anſwer for to God, 
ſo likewiſe men expe& much. fram them ; 
and will be ſevere in exating that, to which 
they think they have ſo juſt a right. God 
will indeed forgive their Errors, if they re- 
nt of 'them ; but men will not be ſo mer- 
ciful. They will vent their Indignation, it 
they cannot on their Perlons, yer at leaſt 
on their Memories, The Flatterers of the 
"Roman Emperors were not more Ingenious 
in Inventing, new Rites of Divine Adoration 

co their Arrogant Maſters, during their.hives, _ 
than their Oppreſſed Subjects were to find 
out peculiar marks of Infamy for the loading 
their Metnories after their death. And it 1s 
cettain,” That as the Memory of Good Princes 
ſhatl be in everlaſting remembrance ; fo the Me- 
mory 
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mory of Bad ones ſhall cither quite periſh, or 
ſhall rot ; either they ſhall be quite forgotten, 
or they ſhall be remembred indeed, but it ſhall 
be with all poſſible ſcorn and horror. 
Therefore it is that David being to leave 
theſe as his laſt words to all poſterity, as well 
as to Solomon, and ſuch as ſhould deſcend 
from him; and intending to put all- the 
weight in them, that could be in words, he 
introduces them with much pomp, to give 
them the more authority, Ir is not only ſaid, 
that theſe are his laſt words, tho that muſt na- 
curally create reſpeft, eſpecially when ir. is a 
King that ſpeaks after long Experience ; and a 
Reign as full of all varieties of Accidents as any 
is in Hiſtory ; Burt Attention is alſo here raiſed 
by a Poetical redoubling of many lofty Ex- 
prelſions. David, the Son of Jeſſe, ſaid; the 
man that was raiſed up on high, the Anointed 
the God of Jacob, and the ſweet Pſalmift of If- 
rael, ſaid. And becaule the Infiraction that 
was to be given, was too Important to relit 
upon a Human Authority, how eminent ſoe- 
ver it might be, another ſet of Exprefſjons 
that are yer more ſublime, comes after theſe. 


The 
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The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and his 
word was in my tongue : The God of Iſrael ſaid, 
the Rock of Iſrael ſpake to me : He that ruleth 
over men muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of the Lord; 
Here are the true meaſures of Government ; 
itisa Rule, and not an Abſolute Dominion ; 
it is a Rule over men, and not a Power, like 
that which we have over Beaſts, In a 
word, it is the Conduct of free and -reaſo- 
nable Beings, who need indeed to be; govern- 
ed, bur ought not to be broken by the force 
and weight of Power. 
Thiofe who manage this Power, and Rule 
over Men, muſt be juſt, and a&t according-to 
thoſe Eternal and Unalcerable Rules: of 
Truth and Goodneſs, which are both - inclu- 
ded in the word Juſt. This is Univerſal, and 
binds all Princes equally ; but (ch as have the 
advantages of a more particular Revelation of 
the Will of God, come under another Obl;z 
ation, of Ruling in his fear, and of admini- 
firing thar Authority which 1s put in their 
hands, according to that light with which-he 
has bleſt them. | | 
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Theſe words contain the Duty, and give 
the Character of a good Prince ; and thoſe 
which follow, ſet forth the Happineſs of ſucha - 
Government, from two very natural Figures, 
which are apt to make. great Impreſſions on 
us: A temperate Air, and a clear Sky ; a fair 
Morning, and an unclouded Sun, are things 
which donor only pleaſe, but animate ; they 
quicken and exhilarate ' our - Spirits; and a 
kindly Spring, in which all the Productions 
of the Earth ſhoot out abundantly upon the 
due intermixrures of Rain and Sun, of 
Heat and Moiſture, gives the Earth a new 
Face, and a new Life- to all that dwell up- 
on it. 

And he ſhall be as the light of the morning, 
when the Sun riſeth ; even a morning without 
clouds ; as the tender graſs ſpringing out of the 
earth by clear ſhming after ram. 

Theſe being Bleflings which all Men feel, 
and in which every Man rejoices ; it was a ve- 
ry natural Piece of. Rhetorick, to let forth 
the Happineſs of a good Government under 


ſuch Figures. 
This 


K ing William pus Queen Mary. 
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' This then which is fo Elegantly com- 
mended to us, is a Rule, and a Ride over men. 


It is a Rule, and not an Arbitrary Power, 


withour Laws and Meaſures. Man is in- 
deed born free, and ſo he has a Right to Li- 
berty ; bur he is. bora likewiſe with ſo much 
frailty in his Compolition, that he wants 
Conduct, and muſt be kept under Rule. It 
is a Queſtion not eafily determined, whe- 
ther a State of Liberty, withour any reſtrain, 
that leaves all Men to a full freedom of 
afting as they pleaſe; or aState of Reſtraint, 
that ſhuts out all Liberty, is the more- mile- 
rable of the two. The one ſubdues whole 
Nations to the Humours of one flattered and 
abuled Tyrant; and the other expoſes Men 
to the Frauds and Violences of all their 
Neighbours ; this keeps all Men in a conſtant 
State of War, and that makes them languiſh 
under a baſe depreſſion of Spirit. In one 
word, the one makes Men Beaſts of Prey, 
and the other makes them Beaſts of Burden. 
The Mean between thele two Extreams, 'is a 


Juſt Government, rhat conducts thoſe ,who - 


are under it, by conſtant and fixed Rules, 
B 2 that 
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that -limits Mens Rights, and reſtrains their 
Paſſions ; -that ſubdues the Haughry, and 
protects the Humble ; that aſlures ro eve 

Man both his juſt Birth-rights, and the 
fruits of his Induſtry; and, to ſum up all 
that renders every Man ſafe, and that puts 
him in a way to make himſelf happy. 
Without this, Man-kind would grow into 
{o much diſorder, that the World would be- 
come a Deſert, and Life it ſelf would be a 
Miſery, if to live without all Rule over Men, 
were the Condition of living. A firm and 
Ready, an equal and uniform, but above all, 
a juſt Government, changes the whole Scene ; 
every man feels that he is ſecure, and ſees 


how he may be happy : and unleſs the whole 


/_ Government falls under a General Diſtreſs, no 


man can be miſerable without Remedy, bur 
through his own fault. This is the Sum of 
all the Happineſs that can be expected from 
Government: Butas it is a Rule, and not a 
ſullen Authority ; ſo it is a Rule over Men, 
ſuitable to the Principles of Reaſon, to the 
Nature of man, and to the Ends of CivilSo- 
ciety. To 'govera by Humour or Willful- 


nels, 


" King Wiltiam and Queen Mary. 


neſs, cither ſhewing an unreaſonable Stiffneſs, 
in adhering too ſullenly to received Maxims, 
Or an ed Levity, that has no meaſures, 
to impoſe things meerly becanſe thoſe in Au- 
thority will ſhew their Power, and will be 
obeyed; to put the Frailties of Men to trials 
in their Obedience, that are above Humane 
Patience ; to exact of them that which is ei- 
ther impoſſible or unreaſonable, and to carry 
this Rule too far into that which is God's Im- 
mediate Province, I mean, Mens Conſciences : 
All this is-not the Ruling over Men, either as 
Men or as Chriſtians : God himſelf has made 
his Toke cafe, and therefore thoſe who can pre- 
tend no higher than to be his Vicegerents, 
ſhould not exceed thole Limits, within which 
the Author of our Being has reſtrained him- 
ſelf. Undue Impoſitions, and unrelenting Se- 
vericies; a Rigour in Commanding, and a 
Cruelty in Puniſhing, muſt find Parcerns elle- 
where, then in Gods Governing the World, 
or in Chriſts Governing the Church. Hap- 
py we, who are delivered from both Ex- 
treams ; who neither lie under the Terror of 


a Deſpotick Power, nor are* caſt looſe to the 
wild- 
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wildnels of ungovern'd Multitudes ; who 
neither groan under the Tyranny of Inquiſi- 
tors, nor the Madneſs of Lawleſs Men; and 
whoſe Laws are neither writ on Sand, nor 
with Blood; neicher caſte to be defaced, , nor 
cruel in their Execution. ql 

But how well tempered ſoever our Con- 
ſtirution may be, nothing can compleat our 
happineſs, but the Jultice of thoſe who rule 
over us: Then may we reckon our ſclves re- 
ally happy, when they are truly Juſt; Juſt, 1 
ſay, to their People, and to themſelves; to 
their Laws, and to their own Words and Pro- 
miles, chiefly tro ſuch as is the Sacred 
Oath of this Great Day; and when they are 
ſo exactly ſcrupulous in point of Truth, 
that all men ſee, that there is no part of the 
Government fo unalterable as their Faith is: 
Juft likewiſe to every one of their Subjects , 
{heltring them all under an Imparrtial Protecti- 
on ; neither perverting Juſtice themſelves, nor 
ſuffering it to be perverted, as far as in them 
lies, by any that act in their Name ; and re- 
ſolving to make ſevere Examples of all thar 
they can diſcover, who make them the Pa- 


crons 


King William and Queen Mary, 


trons of their Oppreſſion : Juſt ro the whole 
Society, and the Conſtitution of the Govern- 
ment, as well as to every Individual Member 
of it ; not breaking through the Limits of 
their Power, nor invading the Rights of their 
People; neither inventing new Pretenſions of 
Prerogative, nor ſtretching thoſe that do be- 
long to them, tothe Ruine of their Subjects : 
Juſt in diſtributing the Publick Rewards, with 
a due regard to mens Capacities and Merits ; 
and even Juſt in that which to Good Kings is 
always the leaſt acceptable Exerciſe of their 
Power; I mean, in puniſhing the froward 
and diſobedient, when the ill Effects of their 
Lenity are viſible; for there are Caſes in 
which Gencleneſs to particular Perſons, be- 
comes an Injuſtice to the whole Body. 
When Blood is ſhed, it cries againſt the 
Murderer, till it is pardoned ; but then the 
Cry turns upon thoie that pardon it, and 
upon the Land that is defiled with Blood. There 
is, after all, a Juſtice inthewing Mercy, as well 
as in puniſhing ; otherwiſe Princes may fall 
mto the Error of being righteous overmuch: 
And when the Motives 4 Mercy are brought 


near 
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near an Equalicy ©@ thoſe of the Other - Ex. 
tream, the Ballance {hould ey 
 H Go 


[ It into Convullions, as long as uſt; d 
| Righteoulneſ; uiue out [m, the Then 


> thac they run down like a 
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When rightrous lips are the delight of Rmys, v.09. s., 6 
and when the wicked are put away from before Prov. 25, , 


them, and when they eſteem ir their honour 
to fearch out matters, not being abuſed by 
bold Calumnies, or unjuſt Repreſentations : 
When they relieve the Poor, and protect the 
Opprelled, then by a noble fort of Con- 
queſt and Enlargement of Empire and Pre- 
rogative, they become the abſolute Maſters 
of the Hearts and Hands of their Subjects : 
When inſtead of making their Will the 
Meaſure of the Law, they make the Law 
the Meaſure of their Wit, they will then 
feel the eaſineſs of Ruling juſtly, as ſen- 
fibly as their People will the happineſs of 
it ; for here they will ſee their way very 
plain before them., whereas in all other 
paths they. muſt © be often divided betrveen 
an irreconcileable variety of Intereſts and 


Paſſions. 


But after all, though ir is a great happi- 
neſs when Rulers ſeem to have Juſtice (o 
deeply rooted -in their natures, that every 
act of Injultice is as a Violence done them ; 
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Pial. 109, 4. 


yet unleſs there is a more laſting Principle 
formed in them, their Noble and Vertuous 
Inclinations will be ſo often croſſed by pre- 
vailing Intereſts, and they will find them- 

ſelves { - often beſer with corrupt Men , 
who court forbidden Gain, and love the 
wages of unrighteouſueſs, that it will not be 
poſſible for them to maintain their Integrity, 
if they. have not a Principle within them 

of ſuch force, that it bears all things down 
before it ; Lad that is the fear of God : This 
will poſſeſs their minds with a ſecret awe 
of that Supreme Being, which lees all things, 
and diſcovers even the hidden things of difho- 
neſty : "This will accuſtom Princes to con- 
ſider, that how much ſoever they may be 
raiſed above their Subjects, yet they are as 
nothing before that God , who as he ſer 
them up by his Providence, ſo he can pull 
them down ar his pleaſure. He ponreth con- 
tempt upon Princes ; and when he blaſts the 
Counſels, and intends to defeat the Deſigns 
of the Gre -areſt and Loftieſt Monarchs, how 
wy do Crowns fall, and Thrones thake ? 

fear of God will make Princes otte 
remember, 


"King William and Queen Mary. 1 5 
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remember, even in the Pride of all theireal.sz. 5,5. 


Glory, that though then they look like Gods, 
yet they muſt die like Men ; this Proſpect 
will make them think ſometimes on the 
melancholyReflections which the approaches 
of Death will probably raiſe within them, 
if they at any time for the encreaſe of 
their Treaſure, or their Power, or for any 
ambitious or ill Deſign, have perverted 
Judgment, or denied Juſtice; if they have 
ſhed Innocent Blood , or ſhut their Ears 
againſt the Cries of the Miſerable: The 
remembrance of theſe things will then raiſe 
Agonies in their Minds, which they will 
not be able to ſoften by any of all thoſe 
Diverſions with which they entertained 
themſelves in their Health and flouriſhing 
Condition. The Violences that they have 
committed, and the Blood which they have 
ſhed, will then ſtick roo cloſe to their 
Thoughts to be eafily ſhaken off by them : 
Or if they could be fo charmed with the 
ſwcetnels of Empire, that it ſhould make 
them deaf to all Clamours in this World ; 
yet as ſoon as their Souls pals out.of theix 
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Þob 34 I9. 


Bodies, they muſt leave their Crowns and 
all their Glory behind them, and go into 
a ſtate where all the Diſtin&ions that now 
look ſo gay and fo ſhining, will fignifie 
nothing, unleſs it be to a0 to their Ac- 
count, :to encreaſe their Guilt, and to 
heighten their Condemnation. - Then they 
muſt -appear at a Tribunal, where 'there- 45 
no reſpe&t of Perſons ; where the Cries of 
thole Widows and Orphans whom they either 
made, or oppreſled, or art leaſt refuſed to 
relieve,. will' be heard ; and every one of 
thole Complaints againſt which their Great- 
neſs ſecured - them -when on Earth, will be 
weighed in the Scales of - [Impartial Juſtice. 
Then thoſe Princes who have hardned them- 
felves againſt the Miſeries of Mankind, 
againſt all that effuſion of Blood and Deſo- 
dation which their defire of Glory , their 
Ambicion, or their Revenge occaſioned in 
the injult Wars which they have made, 
will find that they have a juſt and righ- 
teous: God to deal with, that: accepteth not 
the Perſons of Princes, that revengeth Innocent 


Bloed, elpecrally the Blood of his Saints, and 


that 


King William and Queen Mary. 'N 


that will rapard every 'man according to his Mat. 16. 29. 

) works, Thele ate att Confiderations of 
ſach mighty force; which riſe our of the 
fear of God, that'if Princes do not fhur 
them quite our of their minds, they will 
certainly make all'their Maxims of Juſtice 
ſo much the firmer, as they are grafted upon 
this ſtock, and nouriſhed with theſe and 
fuch hke Reftections. 


Rulmg in the fear of the Lord, does nat 
only import, that, this is the Prince's fe- 
cret Motive and conſtant Remembrancer, 
but that the Fear of *'Ged becomes the Rule 
of the Government, ' as well as the Prin- 
ciple of him that governs. Few Princes 
are fo bad as to own that they have no 
regard' ro Rehgion in any. thing they doe : 
It is a ſtrong* temptation to their SubjeQs to 
ſhake off their Yoke, when they openly. 
ſhake off God's : but as many as 
make a pretence of their Religion, do, 
with it, as they do who wear Masks, 
which rather hide than dilguiſe them ; for 


none 
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[: : - -None , rake the Vizar for the true Face, 


| though it. «covers it : They wuſc Religion 
for the,  biding ſome ſecret deformities ; | 
7 but the Mask is fo courle, that though all 
(i Men cannot ſee what is under it, yet - they | 
plainly diſcern that it is but a Mack. Hy- 
| pocriſte 2, as all other things that we wear, 
| 


is capable of new Faſhions, and of diffe- 
rent Modes ; and the Skill of thole who 
| aſe it, is to find out that which is moſt 
| likely to take, and to ſuit it with the pre- 
| 


- 


lent occaſion. In one Age, the endowiag 
of  Monaſteries, and "the building . of 
Churches, could ſanRikie the greatelt Mon- 
| ters: The Devotion of another Age, wis 
the carrying over valt Armies to be de- 
| ſroyed in the Holy Land: Ar another time, 
| a Zeal for ſome new Doctrine, or contro- 
verted piece of Worſhip, was the Holineſs 
in Vogue : The being given up blindly 
to a Confeſlor, the breaking of Faith, and 
the perſecuring of Hereticks , , to fi onifie a 

zeal for Holy Church, can ſerve with ſome 
to cover a multicude of Sins. Art ſome 


times 


_ King William and Queen Mary. 
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times the Praying and Preaching wich Ap- 

pearances of Fervour and Devotion, has 
a Charm that carries Nations after it: 

And a Rigour 1a {upporting Eſtabliſhed 
Forms , and the ruining ot . ſuch as do 
not comply with them, will alſo draw 
ro it ſelf great Applaules. Afﬀcer all theſe 
Miſtakes or Impoſtures, the true Notion 
of rulinz in the fear of the Lord, is when 
Princes make that Religion which God has 
revealed, the chief mark and meaſure of 
their whole Government : When the en- 
couraging and promoting of a vigorous 
Piety, and ſublime Vertue, and the main- 
raining and propagating of True Reli- 
gion, by ways and means ſuitable to it, 
is the chief delign of their Rule : When 

Impiety and Vice are puniſhed, and Error 
is-repreſſed, but without the ruine of ſuch 
as. are involved in it: When the. decency 
of. the Worſhip of God is kept up, with- 
out adulterating, it with Superſtition : When 
Order is carried on in the Church of. God, 
without Tyranay : And aboye all, when 


Princes . 
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Princes are in their own deportment, Ex- 
amples of the Fear of God, but without 
Aﬀecation ; and when it 1s viſible that 
they honour thoſe that fear the Lord, and 
that vile men are deſpiſed by them, then do 
they truly Rule in the Fear of God. When 
we ſee Kings become thus truly Chriſtian 
Philofophers, then we may expect to (ee 
the Ciry of God, the New Jeruſalem, quickly 
come down from Heaven to ſertle among 
us; and if we may look for a glorious 
Thouſand Years on Earth, we may reckon 
that it is 'not far from us, when we lee 
Kings fall down before him that is the 
King of Kmgs, and offer up their Crowns 
ro him by whom they Reign, Kings 
have one Prerogative which few of them 
are indeed willing ro uſe much, and thac 
is, the Converting the World , not by 
Dragoons, Sanguinary Laws , or Cruel 
Edicts ; but by Examples of true Religion, 
and good Life. Kings Examples have 
an Efficacy which few can rchilt , and 
none will affe& to do it, If Events 

that 
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that happea ſeldom, may be called Mz- 
racles, this. may well deſerve that Name ; 
and indeed conlidering that as Princes 
carry the Frailties of Human Nature 


About them, ſc they have Temptations 


ever near them-to work on theſe, thar 
the conſtant diltraftion of Afﬀairs diſfipates 
their Thoughts, and exhauſts their Spirits, 
that they are always encompaſled ' with. 
Flatterers, who are on all Occaſions con- 
triving how they may pleaſe them, even 
when it is by deceiving them, and that 
pleaſures of all {orts wait on them and: 
follow them; when all this is laid toge- 
ther, the Miracle of a truly Religious 
Prince is perhaps. none of the ſmalleſt 
effe&s of Omnipotence, and it runs not 
the hazard of lofing its Value by being 
ſhewed too. often. 


But when there is a (olid Morality and: 


genuine Piegy, well tempered and raixed 
rogether, "and that Prins) are" both Tuſt 


and Fearing God, . and that they govern, 
Themſelves and their People by -thole' 


meaſures, then we muſt acknowledg tar 
D not 
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not only the Figures which are here 
made uſe of, tho with never ſo much 
Beauty, but all that the Richeſt” Fancy 
can invent, come far ſhort of ſetting 
rorth the Haovirz2!; or being vader ſuch 
a Government. The Injuſt Vexations of 
Law-Suits would ceaſe, if it appeared that 
Righteouſneſs ſate in the place of Judgment, 
that the Perſons of the Rich were not Regar- 
ded, nor their Preſents accepted : Men durſt 
not offend, if they ſaw that nothin 

could redeem them from deſerved puniſh- 
ments : Fa&tions and Animofities could 
not be kept up in Cities and Communi- 
ties, if thoſe indire&t Arts by which they 
might hope to biaſs the Prince were cut 
oft : When true Merit is the ſure way to 
high Dignicies, then Men will take to the 
long, tho ſlow Method of honeſt Induſtry, 
inſtead of the ſhorter way of Flattery and 
Importunity. When Men are put out of 
countenance that will 'be 'victous, and are 
denied all thoſe Favours that the Prince will 
have to be the portion of the Vertyous : 
When the Decencies of Yerrue are more 


neceſlary 


i King William and Queen Mary. 2 "i 


neceſſary romake a Man look well at Court, 
than the wearing Cloaths in Faſhion ; when 
Atheiſm and Impiety are Things which 
Princes cannot bear ; - when a drunken 
Man is a moſt loathlom fight, and Oarhs 
and Curſes aro the molt. offenſive ſounds 
ro them ; when Slanders, Lies and Calum- 
nies can only hurt thoſe that make them, 
and next to the Authors, - thoſe that (cat- 
ter them abour, When all theſe, or if 
that is too much to be hoped for, when 
but ſome of them appear in the conduct 
of Government, Men will be tempted 
ro doubt- whether they ſhould wilh- to car- 
ry till here on Earth, or not: How ma- 
ny of our Paſſions would then fall off, 
when we ſhould have no more occaſion 
for them, nor provocations to them : 
Fears and Jealouſies, Diſcontent and 111 
nature could not thrive, as they do, if 
all chat Nouriſhment which the Errours 


of Government afford them, were with- 


drawn, 
Bur to-compleat the Picture, I ſhall on- 


ly fer before- you the different State of the 
D 2 Romans 
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Romans, - when' they paſled from the Vici- 
ous Reigns: of ſuch Execrable Monſters, 
as Tiberins, . (aligula, - Nero,, and. Domitian, 
to the happy, times of .Trajan, Hadrian, 
Antonine , . but above all, of | that moſt 
ſublime pattern of Vertue and Philoſophy, 
Marcus Aurelius, ln the tormer,nothing was þ. 
ſtudied -but Vice and plealure : ,Nothing 
could raiſe a : Man bur fordid- Flattery, 
and an- oblequicus courting of eyery: 
Creature- of Fortune and  Favaur; Fhe 
whole buſineſs of the Court was to cor- 
rupt and debale the Senate ; andto.deſtroy, 
thoſe who ſtill retained: ſuch a Tinure 
of -their ancient, Liberty, [that - nothing: 
could ſubdue it : Spies :and Informers. 
were every where : implayed, to engage- 
Men into . Diſcourſes and: Plots; which! 
were to be betrayed, while corrupt Judges 
and falle Witneſſes were ture to carry all 
things before them. © And their very Re- 
ligion, falſe as it was, was vitiated by. the 
impudent mixtures of the moſt ſhameful 
Idolatry,, while their Emperours that were 
e1e reproaches: of Humane Nature, had. 

; divine 
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divine. Adorations payed them, and that 
wich all © the refinings and profuſion of 
Pomp in it; that nauſeous Flattery could 
invent. | Their great City was laid in Aſhes, 
only to gratify the wild Frolicks of an 
extravagant Tyrarit, che Warlike Spirit 
of the Romans. was enervated by Luxury 
and diſſolutenels ; and the Empire it (elf 
was expoled, firlt ' ro the contempt, and 
then-to the inroads of their formerly (ub- 
dued Provinces, while a publick Specta- 
cle, an Emert:inment, or a Play, were 
the only cares'of a Court that hated the ve- 
ry - appearances of Vertue, and yer ſtill 
fancied it ſelf ro be the Terrour and Won- 
der of the World, till a fatal Revolution, 
or-a deadly ſtroke awakened Men out of 
their Lethargy. 

But this {1de of the Picture, is not more 
hideous than che other is Glorious ; the 
return of good Princes put a New Face 
on 'the whole Empire: Their Ancient 
Senſe of. Liberty was revived, which muſt 
ever' carry' with it, all that is: Great, or 
Noble in humane Nature ; with it Learn- 


ing! 
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ing and good.Senle, Wit and Eloquence, 

were again recovered, Frugality and So- 

briety were again honoured, and a Mo- 
deſty and Simplicity of living ſhined a- | 
freſh : Truth and Vertue, and Philoſophy | 
it ſelf began to reign. Tacitus and Plu- 

tarch, Epiftetus, and beyond them all 
Marcus Aurelius himſelf, were ſuch Men, 
that one would bleſs a whole Age, if it 
ſhould but produce one of that force. 
Marcus in a Reign of almoſt twenty Years 

continuance, is repreſented by all the 
Writers of the ſucceeding as well as of 
his own Age, as ſo perfe& a Pattern, 


that there never appeared either in his pri- | 
vate Deportment, or in his Government, | 
one Single Blemiſh. He was never once | 
ſeen either tranſported with Anger or with 


Joy. He was never charged with one Light 
Word, or any one Raſh Action. He lived 
in a perpetual Application to the Afﬀairs 
of the Empire, and inthe intervals of, buſt- 
nels, even in his Expeditions and Camps, 
he was imployed in thoſe profound Me- 
ditations of Philokophy, which carry 
this 
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this Noble Title Of Himſelf to Himſelf ; 
and in which we ſee the moſt natural: and 
unafte&ed contempt of all things, beſides 
Vertne and Groodnels, exprefled with the 

reateſt force, and yer with the trueſt ſim- 
plicity of any thing that Antiquity has 
lefc ns. 

Under ſuch Princes, the Romans could 
not but recover their ancient Diſcipline, 
and-their wonted Valour, and the Empire 
was again raiſed to its former Luſtre, and 
regained its loſt Authority ; but which 
was much more, ih them the World ſaw 
patterns of Vertue, that were too high for 
that corrupt Religion which then prevail. 
ed; and.this perhaps diſpoſcd it, not a little 
for Chriſtianity, that conld not only con- 
ft with ſuch Morals, but carry them far 
higher. 

If the oppoſition of theſe two different 
Scenes of Government afte&t this Audi- 
tory, and if the change ſeems ſenſible, 
when ſer out in Words, tis You, GREAT 
SOVERAIGNS, that muſt give this 


ics beſt Light and utmoſt Force, Ir is 
from 
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from You that we expect the Glorious 
Reverſe of all cloudy days. You have 
been hitherro our Hope and our Deſire : 
You muſt 'now become our Glory and 
(rown of rejoxcing : Ordinary Vertues in 
Y ou, will fall ſo far ſhort of our hopes, 
that we ſhall be tempted almoſt to think 
them Yices. It is in Your Perſons, and under 
Your Reign, that we hope to ſee an open- 
ing to a Glorious Scene, which ſeems ap- 
Pon May You not only ——_ 

ut exceed even our Wiſhes. May You be 
long happy in one another. May You 
Reign long in your Perſons, and much 
longer in a glorious Poſterity, May You 
be long the Support of the Church of God, 
andthe Terrour of all its Enemies. May 
You be ever happy in obedient Subjects, 
in wiſe Councellours, and faithful Allies : 
May your Fleets be proſperous, and 
your Armies Vi&orious. Burt may You 
ſoon have caule to uſe neither, by 
ſerling both at Home and Abroad, a 
fim and juſt Peace, and by ſecuring 
the Quiet of - Europe from thole who have 
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ſo often, with ſo little regard to the Faith 
of Treaties, . and now at laſt beyond all 

| ' former Examples, diſturbed it. In arder to 

| the obtaining all theſe Bleſſings, and in 

| Concluſion a ſure, tho a late admittance 

| to the Kingdom Above, where you ſhall 

| exchange thele Crowns with a more laſting, - 
| as well as a more glorious One, May nat 

only this Auditory, but the whole Nation, 


| join with united Voices, and inflamed Hearts, 
in ſaying 


God Save King William and Queen Mary. 
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